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of Agassiz. It is not, however, based upon the comprehensive plan 
which renders the earlier work so valuable, and is far inferior to it, not 
only in plan but in execution. As far as we have noticed, all names of 
groups higher than genera have been omitted ; the value gained by their 
introduction would have far more than compensated for the slight addi- 
tional labor required. To have added the derivations, as Agassiz did, 
would have so greatly augmented the labor of the compiler, besides in- 
creasing the cost of the work, that we can scarcely blame the omission, 
valuable as they would have been. "What we deem, however, one of the 
prime defects of the work is that the names are not grouped in a single 
series, but are scattered under twenty-one distinct headings (representing 
as many groups of the animal kingdom), and no general index is fur- 
nished ; one of the most frequent uses to which works of this nature are 
put is in searching whether a name which it is proposed to adopt is already 
in use in zoology ; but for this, one must now look through twenty-one 
different lists. When we add that the work is full of misprints, has many 
names out of the intended alphabetical order, and is certainly by no 
means complete, 1 we are obliged to confess that a most useful intention 
has been spoiled in the accomplishment. 

Hentz's Spiders of the United States. 2 — Besides its regular 
publications of Memoirs and Proceedings, the Boston Society of Natural 
History publish a - series of Occasional Papers. The first of these was a 
collection and reprint in elegant style of the miscellaneous papers of the 
late Dr. T. W. Harris. A more useful work is the present reprint of 
the papers on our spiders, by Mr. Hentz. In its present form it will be 
the starting-point for future studies on this subject, and prove exceed- 
ingly useful from the large number of excellent figures, which represent 
however, species chiefly from the Southern States. The work has passed 
through careful editorial hands, and the drawings and notes by Mr. 
Emerton add not a little to the usefulness and value of the work. A 
biographical sketch is given by Mr. Burgess. 

Morse's First Book op Zoology. 3 — The fact that a second edition 
of this attractive little book has so soon appeared is good evidence of its 
entire fitness as an elementary book of zoology. The few typographical 
errors which occurred in the first edition have been corrected ; otherwise 
the book is the same, and to our mind in its present form unexception- 

1 As a single instance we may cite the entire absence of the numerous genera pro- 
posed by Fieber in Lotos, during 1854. This is the more remarkable as Fieber's 
papers were noticed at the time in a literary review published in Count Marschall's 
own country, the Bericht d. Oesterreich. Literatur. 

2 The Spiders of the United Slates. A Collection of the Arachnological Writings 
of Nicholas Marcellus Hentz, M. D. Edited by Edward Burgess, with Notes 
and Descriptions by James H. Emerton. Occasional Papers of the Boston Society 
of Natural History. II. Boiton. 1875. 8vo, pp. 117. With 21 plates. Cloth, 
$3.50 ; paper, $3.00. 

8 First Book of Zoology. By Edward S. Morse, Ph. D., etc. New York: D. Ap- 
pleton & Co. Second Edition. 12mo, pp. 190. 1876. With many wood-cuts. $1.25. 
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able as a text-book for boys and girls. We hope to see it introduced 
into every school in the country, for sooner or later zoology will have 
to be taught in all our common schools, at least so much of it as to 
cause children to collect and observe the common animals they meet 
with in their daily walks. An excellent feature of this book is that the 
child is led to examine the object and compare it with others, and is then 
stimulated to see how it acts, thus unconsciously getting some glimpses 
at least of the principles of morphology and physiology. The objects 
are called by their common names. The author has had the good sense 
to omit the scientific names, thus rendering the book vastly more attract- 
ive and useful. Many readers are anxious to first learn the Latin names, 
and are too often content to stop here. The scientific name is the 
thing of least importance. The author well illustrates, in the preface, 
the difficulty and mental confusion resulting from the present state of 
zoological nomenclature, the bane or necessary evil of the study of 
biology. 

The Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants. 1 — "We wish 
to refer our readers to a review of this book, and of Mr. Darwin's treatise 
on Insectivorous Plants, in recent numbers of the Nation. Our readers 
will recognize in the review the thorough analysis and clear statement 
which characterize Professor Gray's criticisms. It may be well to add 
to the review a single statement which is based on the opening sentences 
of Climbing Plants ; namely, that Mr. Darwin had his attention first 
called to the subject several years ago, by a short paper by Professor 
Gray on the movement of certain tendrils. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. 
By Gilbert White. With Notes, by Frank Buckland ; a Chapter on Antiquities, by 
Lord Selborne ; and New Letters. Illustrated by P. H. Delamote. London : Mac- 
millan & Co. 1875. 8vo, pp. 591. $12.00. 

Norse Mythology ; or the Religion of our Forefathers. Containing all the Myths of 
the Eddas, systematized and interpreted. With an Introduction, Vocabulary, and 
Index. By R. B. Anderson. Chicago : S. C. Griggs & Co. 1875. 12mo, pp. 473. 
$2.50. 

Principal Characters of the Dinocerata. Part I. By Prof. 0. C. Marsh. With 
six plates. (From the American Journal of Science and Arts, February, 1876.) 
8vo, pp. 6. 

The Microscopical Examination of Crude Drugs nnd other Vegetable Products. 
By Prof. M. W. Harrington. Ann Arbor, Mich. 8vo, pp. 34. 

Fresh-Water Shell-Mounds of St. John's River, Florida. By Jeffries Wyman. 
(Peabody Academy of Science, Fourth Memoir.) Salem, Mass. 1875. Royal 8vo, 
with nine plates, pp. 94. $2.00. For sale by the Naturalist's Agency. 

Harbors of Alaska, and the Tides and Currents in their Vicinity By W. H. Dall. 
Appendix Coast Survey Report. Washington, D. C. No. 10. 4to, pp. 36. With 
a sketch. 

Report of Geographical and Hydrographical Explorations on the Coast of Alaska 
By W. H. Dall. IT. S. Coast Survey. AppendixNo.il. Washington, D. C. 4 to, 
pp. 12. With a map. 

1 The Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants. By Chari.es Darwin. Lon- 
don : John Murray. 1875. 



